The Lesson

Teaching Time: 1 Hour                                       Lesson      2           of       2

GLOBAL WEEK – AREA:  WHAT IF? WATER STORY

This lesson follows on from the Story Telling by Noah Messomo
	Learning intentions of this lesson: 

LO: To begin to understand the difficulties people in the third world face related to the use of water. 

SC: To work out ways in which to filter water to a drinkable, useable state.

CONTEXT: Through a practical investigation based around a ‘what if’ story.




	Engagement (Introduction)   

· Question: How much water do you use a day? 

· Show children what one litre of water looks like (in a bottle). 

· Get them to discuss in pairs how much water they think they use in a day. Compare amounts. 

· Show children the table showing how many litres are used for each activity. Tell children that statistics say we use on average 25 litres per person per day (or more), and economically developing countries use 1 litre a day. 

· Question: Why do children think that there are different amounts of water available to different peoples of the world? 




	Input: 

· Show children power point. 
· Discuss children’s views on the differences between the amount they use (or generally in the western world), and the amount available to other people in different parts of the world. 

· Question: What type of hardships do you think might occur from a lack of clean water?
Additional information:

www.oxfam.org.uk/coolplanet/water/problem/health/six.html


	Activity: 

· Question: ‘What If’ you only have 1 litre of dirty water a day?

·  How would you ensure it was safe to drink? 

· Children go and fill up their litre bottles of water. They pour the water into the large dustbin, through a colander (to represent the rainfall) - I litre for each child. Say to the children: ‘What if this was how much water you had available to you each day (for 30 children. ) 
· Question: What do you think might pollute the water?

· Await children’s suggestions:

· Pour in the following:

· leaves and twigs – natures debris!

· Chocolate puffed cereal to represent animal droppings

· Dirty washing to represent human use of the water (yellow coloured water to represent urine etc.,) and Cornflakes

· Food colouring to represent the dangerous bacteria and parasites present in the liquid.

· Sand and mud – silt from river beds and mountains

CHALLENGE: Using the tools available (cloth, netting, garden sieve, plates and shallow bowls, hands, straw, sand, stones, plastic sheeting (representing animal skins), children have to find ways in which to filter their water to a drinkable state.

Allow 20 minutes.

Children to pour their cleaned water back into their transparent bottle. Compare.

· What is left? (Should be colour left in water.)
· Explain to the children that although it does look like they have cleaned the water quite well, in fact what is left behind in the water is the most dangerous thing of all – the germs and parasites that will make people ill.

· Question: Is your water clean? What else could you do to it to make it safe?
· IF children come up with the idea of boiling ask them where they will get the fuel to heat the fire to boil the water. What are the potential problems with this? (i.e. no fuel left after a period of time as all wood is gathered by all and will run out. If trees are planted to deal with this problem, can their growth keep up with the demand for wood? This could lead on to a discussion about deforestation issues.)

HOT SEAT A CHILD – ASK THEM WHAT THEY THINK THEY WOULD FEEL LIKE IF THEY WERE PRESENTED WITH DIRTY WATER TO DRINK. THEY KNOW IT WILL MAKE THEM ILL – BUT THEY WILL CERTAINLY DIE IF THEY DON’T DRINK IT.




	Learning Review – Plenary:

· What would you use your water for? Remember there is only one litre per person!


	Resources:

Large water container

Various things to pollute water – see above

2 large clean dustbins

Jugs

Colander or watering can

Clear plastic bottles (1 litre)

Food Colouring

Plastic sheeting, cloth, netting, garden sieve, plates and shallow bowls, hands, straw, sand, stones.
	Key information (continued over):

You can add any other items to the filtering equipment as decoys!

PREPREPARE RESOURCES

	Key Information continued…




