Global Village Week - Fabric Printing Activity

Planned by JB and JP

	Aim of session
	By the end of the two hour session, every boy should have printed a sash and every girl should have printed a skirt. Some children may also have printed a bandana. These will be worn when they perform the African and Caribbean dances at the fete on Friday 6th July. Through this activity, the children should develop a broader understanding of typical African or Caribbean patterns, how these are printed onto fabric and different methods of printing. 

	Equipment
	Fabric (this has already been cut), blocks of balsa wood (these have also been cut), PVA glue and wood glue, fabric paints, fabric crayons for less able children, paint brushes, newspaper, overalls, scrap pieces for practice prints.

	Introduction
	Explain the activity and its purpose to the children. 

Show them the images on the powerpoint presentations.

Model the task. 

When modelling the task, these are points to mention:

· Children doing an African design should use earthy tones of gold, bronze, brown, red, black, yellow etc. Those doing a Caribbean design should use brighter shades of blue, green, red, yellow, pink, silver etc. Attached is a list of which groups are doing the African dance and therefore printing in an African style and which are doing Caribbean. Only have the appropriate colours available for each session.

· The children should limit themselves to 2 or 3 colours for each print.

· They can make one large design, which fills their block of wood or a more detailed design. The first option is obviously quicker. Don’t allow them to create anything too detailed. 

· The children can change colour between prints, as all the paint comes off on the fabric each time, leaving the printing block clean.

· They will need to put paper underneath the fabric as the paint will soak through.

· For this reason, they shouldn’t fold their fabric.

· They mustn’t rest the paint pots on the fabric.

· They should leave space between the pieces of foam otherwise the paint will transfer from piece to piece.

· They will need to work in an organised way as they are going to be short of space.

· Everyone should wear an art overall.

· If they want to make their work more permanent, they can iron the design onto the fabric at home with supervision.

· Year Sevens may be capable of hemming their fabric.

	Task
	Model the techniques to the children, considering the points above. Give them the option of using pre-cut shapes; using foam to create their own shapes or drawing a design on the block, then creating the printing block by sticking string to this.

African designs should be geometric, with repeating patterns. Caribbean designs may follow a rainforest, beach, underwater or floral/ fruit theme.

Apply the fabric paint using a paint brush.

Paint brushes should only be used for one colour – so children don’t have their own brush and the brush stays with the colour.

Press the block onto the fabric firmly and remove without dragging it across the fabric.

Sections that haven’t printed well can be filled in using the brush to paint onto the fabric directly.

Encourage the children to have a practice print on fabric scraps before they begin.

Every boy should decorate a sash and every girl should do a skirt. There is a bandana for every child and they can decorate this if they have time.

Everyone should put their name and class on their fabric in pencil.

During the session, every child should add their print to the appropriate wall hanging.

	Plenary
	Encourage the children to think about what they have learned. Remind them that they will need to wear their fabric to the fete for their dance.

Clean up, ready for the next group, pegging work on the washing lines to dry.


